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GST DISTRIBUTION 
622. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Given the Premier’s grandstanding on this issue, why is he being forceful and 
unrelenting only when it comes to the federal Liberal Party while he is being subservient and silent when it comes 
to the Labor Party, which is abandoning GST reform in Western Australia? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The Leader of the Opposition is a relative newcomer to political life, so I will explain to him the way it works. 
There is the government and there is the opposition. The government has the opportunity to do things. When we 
are in government we have what is called executive power. All the ministers here have executive power. At 
a national level, all the ministers have executive power. It is up to the government of the day to do something. 
I will say this: both sides, nationally, will be held to account for what they do. That is clear, but the only party with 
something on the table currently is federal Labor. The federal Liberal–National government does not have anything 
on the table. It has no offer for Western Australia; it is bereft of an offer. When it comes out with something 
substantial, then the real debate between the two of them will begin. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I want to make it absolutely plain — 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the third time. Everyone else on your side is 
okay. You are the only one interjecting all the time. You should be setting the example. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I want to make this absolutely clear to all sorts of — 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Please, Mr Speaker, honestly! The squawking. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I want to make it absolutely clear to everyone nationally in political life that the 
Western Australian government wants a better share of GST. This state deserves a better share of GST and all sides 
nationally when it comes to the next federal election will be judged according to how well they do on that issue. 
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